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Executive summary 

From 8th to 15th January 2017 12 stakeholders, local representatives and project staff from the 

IEC/IBIS project participated in a study to the Austrian Alps in Carinthia. 

The study tour took place within the frame of IEC/IBIS project and focused on the key topics 

structure and responsibilities of spatial planning in Austria. 

The programme covered a wide range of lectures related to spatial planning in Austria. 

Representatives from the public sector as well as from the private sector talked about their work 

and experiences with the Austrian system and the possibilities and challenges within it. The 

participants had the opportunity to discuss the different topics with the lecturers and got an 

impression how spatial planning is dealt with in Austria. 

The study tour started in the province of Carinthia, where the participants got an overview of the 

Austrian federal system, they visited municipality and district mayors and met spatial planners 

from the private sector. In the middle of the study tour they traveled to Vienna, where the public 

sector on national level was presented and where they visited the two Austrian universities, 

which offer spatial planning study courses. 

The study tour ended with a day off for cultural sightseeing in Vienna. The participants arrived 

very inspired and satisfied in their home country on Sunday. 
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1. Introduction  

The implementation of study tours is a viable instrument and common approach to inspire 

local communities, widen the horizon of project staff and partners and offer new impulses for 

decision-makers. Consequently, in June 2015 the programme organized and implemented a 

study tour for three South Caucasian countries to Achental, Germany to give the programme 

staff and the local stakeholders the opportunity to get familiar with the Achental Eco model in 

Bavaria. In June 2016, an Azeri and Georgian delegation visited Klagenfurt in Austria to learn 

about the bio-engineering activities, sustainable forest activities and pasture management 

carried out in Austrian Alpine zone. 

To deepen the understanding about the linkages between spatial planning, tourism 

development, natural hazards and nature conservation, in January this year a Georgian 

delegation visited Austria to learn about the structures and competences of the different 

actors in Austria`s federal system, which resembles the Georgian one. 

The mountainous areas of Austria faced similar challenges regarding land management and 

erosion control and have developed organizational forms, land-use practices and viable ways 

to ensure agricultural productivity, farmland and tourism whilst ensuring erosion control and 

nature conservation. 

This study tour gave the participants the opportunity to get to know these approaches, meet 

planners and authorities and get a personal impression of the Austrian spatial planning 

system.  

The comprehensive and dense programme covered all main topics as addressed by the IBiS 

programme focusing on enabling direct exchange between players and study tour 

participants. The study tour is a specific contribution to the IBiS project results (GE01- The 

legal, institutional and policy framework for IMBES is improved, GE02 - The capacity of inter-

sectoral bodies for IMBES is improved and GE03 - Mechanisms for IMBES and conflict 

resolution on local and regional level are improved). 

The development of the technical concept of the study tour as well as technical facilitation, 

including interpretation was supported by Subject Expert/Principal Advisor of IBiS Project in 

the field of Spatial Planning and Protected Areas ï Mr.Paata Shanshiashvili. The study tour 

was organized and implemented by E.C.O. Institute of Ecology and led by Dr. Hanns 

Kirchmeir and Anna Kovarovics. 
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2. The study tour concept 

2.1 Objectives and tasks 

A strategic tool to steer development in regions are spatial planning procedures. Spatial 

planning affects developments of different levels (municipality, district, province, national) as 

well as different sectors (infrastructure development, mineral extraction, agriculture and 

forestry, tourism é). Spatial planning therefore must be an integrative process including 

different sectors and hierarchies. On the one hand, spatial planning relays on the availability 

of sound spatial data on relevant information needed to base decisions on. On the other 

hand, participative discussion process and moderation and mediation are needed to 

integrate different interest.  

By integration of nature protection and environmental issues into the spatial planning 

procedure, these topics can be sustainable integrated into long term planning procedures. 

This integration needs adaption in the legal framework of spatial planning and needs active 

integration into the practical planning procedures as well new data on spatial distribution of 

natural and environmental heritage. 

The objective of the study tour is to: 

¶ Show legal background on spatial planning in Austria 

¶ Explain different responsibilities on the spatial planning procedures of different 

hierarchies 

¶ See planning documents on different levels and sectors 

¶ See how the spatial planning is implemented (what is done by public administration, 

what is out-sourced to private planning companies) 

¶ Personal discussion with actors in administration and planning specialist 

¶ Explore how spatial planning is taught at Universities 

¶ Support discussions in close coordination with Georgian expert in order to build the 

capacity of Georgian partners 

2.1.1 Documentation of the study tour 

All participants received a ring binder comprising information about the complete programme 

as well as background information and sufficient space for personal notes and individual 

documentation. 

The Austrian facilitators of the study tour also documented the whole programme 

photographically and provided the pictures for the participants of the tour digitally. 

During the lectures and meetings, especially during the discussions after the presentations of 

the invited specialists on spatial planning, the facilitators documented the questions and 

answers of the participants and summarized these notes in the annex. 
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3. Detailed itinerary 

Sunday, 08.01. 

Arrival delayed because of Snow-Storm in Istanbul (flights cancelled) 

Monday, 09.01. 

Arrival 

Escort: Hanns Kirchmeir & Anna Kovarovics 

10.30 Pick-up at Vienna Airport 

10.45-16.00 Travel to Klagenfurt and Check-In at Hotel Sandwirth in Klagenfurt 

16.00-18.00 Lecture at the Alpen Adria University (Natia and Paata)  

18.30 Dinner at Uni-Pizzeria 

 

Tuesday, 10.01. 

Municipal Spatial Planning in Austria ς Instruments and competences 

Escort: Hanns Kirchmeir & Anna Kovarovics 

08.30 Departure 

9.00-9.30 International obligations for spatial planning in Austria (DI. Robert Unglaub) 

9.30-12.00 Spatial planning on local level ς Meeting with spatial planning specialist DI Josef 
Knappinger 

12.00-12.30 Trip to Wernberg 

12.30-14.00 Lunch at Restaurant Fruhmann 

14.00-14.30 Short walk to town hall 

14.30-16.30 Municipal instruments and competences ς Meeting with mayor Franz Zwölbar and 
head of spatial planning department Bernd Wohlschlager 

16.45-17.15 Trip back to Klagenfurt 

18.00 Dinner at Restaurant Landhaushof 

 

Wednesday, 11.01. 

Spatial planning and nature protection ς difficulties and approaches 

Escort: Anna Kovarovics & Corinna Hecke 

07.30-9.30 Trip to Lienz/Tyrol 

9.30-11.00 Spatial planning and nature protection - Meeting with spatial planning specialists 

11.00-12.00 Trip to Zettersfeld and lift-ride up the mountain (getting skiing equipment) 

12.00-13.30 Joint lunch at alpine guest house Bidner 

13.30-16.00 Group I: Skiing time in Zettersfeld 

13.30-16.00 Group II: Explore skiing resort by foot/cable car (bad weather: visit of Lienz city) 

16.00-18.00 Prioritization of different interests in spatial planning ς Meeting with district 
governor (Interaction with ski resort, privatized?) 

18.00-20.00 Trip back to Klagenfurt 

20.00 Dinner at Restaurant Augustin 
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Thursday, 12.01. 

Federal level ς Spatial planning interests and competences of the federal state 

Escort: Hanns Kirchmeir & Anna Kovarovics 

8.00-12.00 Travel to Vienna and Check-In at Hotel Holiday Inn 

12.30-14.00 Lunch  

14.30-17.30 Forestry and natural hazards as spatial planning competence of the federal state ς 
Meeting with specialists from the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (DI Richard 
Bauer) 

18.00-19.00 Dinner at Das Bieramt 

19.30-21.00 Concert at Mozart House Vienna  

 

Friday, 13.01. 

Training on spatial planning in Austria ς Curriculum and approaches 

Escort: Hanns Kirchmeir & Anna Kovarovics 

08.30-9.00 Travel to first district of Vienna 

9.00-10.00 Meeting with specialists from the Austrian planning conference as coordinator of the 
spatial planning on national level (Elisabeth Stix) 

10.00-11.00 Trip from 1
st
 to 18

th
 district 

11.00-13.00 Curriculum of the Department for spatial planning at the University of Applied Life 
Sciences (Prof. Gernot Stöglehner, Dr. DI Walter Seher) 

13.00-14.00 Lunch at Café Drechsler 

15.00-17.00 Innovative approaches in forest inventory (Günther Bronner) 

21.00-2:00 bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

 

Saturday, 14.01. 

Final feedback and evaluation 

Escort: Hanns Kirchmeir  

9.00-10.00 Trip to Spittelau 

10.00-12.00 Economic dimensions of spatial planning ς Technical University Vienna Prof. 
Michael Getzner 

12.00 Individual program 
(Lunch) 

20.00 Dinner 

 

Sunday, 15.01.2017 

Cultural programme 

10.00-12.00 Meeting with Georgian Diaspore in Georgian Church 

12.00-02.00 Visit Belvedere Museum, to get familiar with Austrian famous masterpieces 

 

Departure at 16:00 by shuttle from the hotel 

Flight at 19:20 
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4. Learning goals and summary 

Each day had pre-defined learning objectives. The following section presents the learning 

goals of the day as well as details about the presentations and information about the 

lecturers. 

 

Tuesday, 10.01. Municipal Spatial Planning in Austria ï Instruments and 

competences 

Learning goal of the day: Getting to know the spatial planning system in Austria and the 

specific instruments and competences of the municipalities 

In the morning, two spatial planning specialists owning private companies presented the 

spatial planning system in Austria and introduced their work and competences. After a lunch 

break, the mayor of the municipality Wernberg explained their instruments and competences 

and presented some best-practice examples of his career. 

¶ Further information 

o 170110_a_spatial_planning_alpine_convention_robert_unglaub.pdf 

o 170110_b_community_planning_in_carinthia_joseph_knappinger.pdf 

o Answers and Questions (see annex) 

  
 

  
 Lecture on spatial planning in Austria and visit in the municipality of Wernberg Figure 1:
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Wednesday, 11.01.: Spatial planning and nature protection ï difficulties and 

approaches 

 

Learning goals of the day: Getting to know how spatial planning in Austria deals with tourism 

interests (e.g. skiing tourism) and nature protection interests (e.g. National Parks) 

After a bus ride to Lienz in the province of Tyrol, Lukas Umgeher, employee at a local 

planning company talked about their way of dealing with different interests in spatial planning 

processes and showed examples of different approaches. After a short lunch at a mountain 

restaurant in the skiing resort of Zettersfeld, one part of the group explored the resort by skis, 

the other part by foot. In the evening the governor of the district of Lienz explained the spatial 

planning instruments and competences of the districts in Austria. 

¶ Further information 

o 170111_a_land_use_nature_protection_revital.pdf 

o 170111_b_government_district_lienz.pdf 

  
 

  
 Visit in Tyrol, getting to know a spatial planning company and meeting the governor of the Figure 2:

district 

  



 
 
 
 
 

7 

Thursday, 12.01.: Federal level ï Spatial planning interests and competences of the 

federal state 

 

Learning goals of the day: Learning about the competences and instruments of the federal 

state of Austria, especially regarding forestry and natural hazard management 

After a four-hour bus ride to the capital of Austria, two specialists from the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry presented the laws and acts dealing with spatial planning and 

forestry/natural hazard management as well as their instruments and how the necessary 

data is collected and used. 

¶ Further information 

o 170112_a_spatial_planning_forestry_bauer.pdf 

o 170112_b_natural_hazard_management_pichler.pdf 

o Answers and Questions (see annex) 

  
 

  
 Visit of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in Vienna Figure 3:
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Friday, 13.01.: Spatial planning on Federal level; Training on spatial planning in 

Austria ï Curriculum and approaches 

 

Learning goals of the day: Getting familiar with a.coordination of  spatial planning on the 

national level and b.education - the Austrian University system and the curriculum of the 

institute.  

First, the participants visited the workspaces of the Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning 

in the historical building Hofburg in the center of Vienna. The conference mainly focuses on 

connecting the different players in spatial planning in Austria and offers a communication 

platform for them. Later in the morning, Prof. Stöglehner from the University of Applied Life 

Sciences presented their approaches on research and teaching. In the afternoon, a forestry 

specialist discussed innovative approaches on forest inventories. 

¶ Further information 

o 170113_a_austrian_spatial_planning_conference.pdf 

o 170113_b_institute_of_spatial_planning_university.pdf 

o 170113_c_forest_inventory_bronner.pdf 

o Answers and Questions (see annex) 

  
 

  
 Meeting representatives of the Austrian Spatial Planning Conference, the University of Applied Figure 4:

Life Sciences and a forestry inventory expert in Vienna 

  






















